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" 1 thought he spent most of his time at his place in
the country."
'* He told me that he had closed his house. Lady
Faversham arid the two daughters are wintering iu
Jamaica, I understand."
" Shut up the house, has he? Do you know, Priestley,
I shouldn't wonder if economy had something to do with
that. I did hear that he had been pretty badly hit by
the Carne smash. I don't know whether there's any-
thing in it."
" I'm afraid that is perfectly true/' replied Dr. Priest-
ley* cf Faversham was telling me about it when he
was here. He seems to have suffered very severely. I
dare sa^- you know that he has always rented a small
flat in Margaret Street, not far from his laboratory,
which is just off Cavendish Square. He used it when lie
had to stay in London overnight, and this winter he
is living there entirely."
" I never liked the sound of the Carne Trust/' said
Oldland. " I don't know why, for I don't profess to
be a financial expert. Lots of fellows used to tell me
it was a good thing, but thank goodness, I never put
any money in it. I'm sorry about Faversham, I've
always liked him, though I never knew him really well.
The last time we met was over that Hinchliffe business.
I  dare say you remember that,"
" Faversham and Superintendent Hanslet, who
dropped in after dinner, were discussing it the other
night/' Anyone who knew Dr. Priestley well would
have detected a shade of encouragement in his voice, as
though he would welcome further discussion of the
subject.
" Hanslet,   eh?"   exclaimed   Oldland  thoughtfully.
II  So the polite had their fingers in the pie, had they?
I'm not surprised, I didn't like the look of things when
I was called in.   It looked to me very much as though